NH BIOBLITZ: SEPTEMBER 2021

Guide To Using iNaturalist
iNaturalist is an online tool that allows you to record observations of any wild organism at a particular time and
location, and is often used as a way to collect data during a BioBlitz. iNaturalist allows you to use your smart
phone or tablet in the field (or computer once you get home) to record what you see in nature. You can read all
about iNaturalist at www.inaturalist.org.
Making observations on the iNaturalist mobile app is convenient if you own a smartphone or tablet and would
like to take photos and record your data while in the field. The app can be used offline and synced once you get
back into internet range or cellular reception. You need to be logged into the app prior to heading into the field
in order to work offline. You can download the app for free in the App Store (iPhone) or Google Play (Android).
Below are some instructions for getting started with iNaturalist, joining the NH BioBlitz Project so your
observations are counted towards this effort, and entering observations.

Sign Up For iNaturalist.
(If you already have an iNaturalist account, skip to Join the BioBlitz Project below).

FROM A PHONE
1.

Dowload the iNaturalist mobile app from the
App Store (iPhone) or Google Play (Android).

2.

Open the iNaturalist app and swipe to left to
get to the Log In screen. Create an account.

3.

Once you are logged in, click on the Me icon
in the menu at the bottom of the screen.
Here, you can add a photo of yourself (or
something else to represent yourself ). You
can also change your email, username and
other settings. If you want to add a bio to
your profile, you will need to do this on a
computer.

FROM A COMPUTER
1.

Go to www.iNaturalist.org and click Sign Up in the upper righthand corner of the page.

2.

Once you have an account and are logged in, hover over your username/image in the upper righthand
corner of the home page and click on Profile.

3.

Click Edit Account Settings & Profile (underneath your profile image). Here, you can add a photo of
yourself (or something else to represent yourself ). You can also add a brief bio, change your email
notification settings, modify the licensing on any photos you upload, etc. When you are finished editing,
click Save to return to your profile home page.
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Join The NH BioBlitz Project.
Now it’s time to join the NH BioBlitz Project! This will let you follow along and see other observations made as part
of the NH BioBlitz.

FROM A PHONE

FROM A COMPUTER
1.

On the top navigation bar, hover over Community,
and select Projects from the drop-down menu.

Select Projects and then click the magnifying
glass in the top right corner. In the search bar,,
type in the name of the project (NH BioBlitz) and
hit search.

2.

In the search bar that appears on the project
page, type in the name of the project (NH BioBlitz)
and hit search. This will bring up the BioBlitz

Go to the project page, click on Join along the top
menu underneath the project name. The project
will now show up on the Projects list under the
More tab.

3.

Go to the project page, click on Join in the
top righthand corner (above the description),
and follow the steps as prompted. The project
will now show up under Projects on the top
navigation bar.

1.

On the bottom menu bar, click on More.

2.

3.

Make An Observation.
As you identify organisms throughout the BioBlitz, you will be entering
observations into iNaturalist. In addition to photographs, you will need to
record other important information like date and location.
Below are some basic instructions for submitting an observation using the
mobile app, but you can also check out this helpful video from iNaturalist:
https://vimeo.com/162581545. If you are interested in using the desktop version
of the site to submit observations later on, check out this video: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=bCShSn4E-mc.
1.

Once the mobile app is open, click the camera icon at the bottom to Observe (make an observation).

2.

Take a photo (or choose one from your photo library) and select Next.

3.

Enter information about your observation. The predictive feature in What did you see? will not work while offline.
If you know the exact species name, you can type it in or search for it. If you don’t know the species name, type
in a place holder (e.g. moth) which will allow you or other experts to identify from your photos later on.

4.
5.

The date and location should automatically fill in if you have location services enabled. Otherwise, click Location
to edit and drag the crosshair to your location.
Since you’ll be on a public property, you can leave Geo Privacy set as Open (the default option). But, if for some
reason in the future you don’t want others to see where you made your observation, you can choose obscured
or private to publicly obscure or hide your observation.

6.

Leave Captive/Cultivated as No (the default option).

7.

Click Projects to select projects to share your observation with. Choose the name of the project to make sure
your observation is added to the project.

8.
9.

Click Share.
Your observation will be added to a queue that is Waiting to upload. To view items you have waiting to upload,
click Me on the bottom menu. Once you return to internet or cellular data service, click the round green Upload
button at the top of this screen to submit observations to iNaturalist.
Note: Before uploading, you can also click on any individual observation that is waiting to upload to make edits. This will allow
you to use the predictive function in the What did you see? field now that you have service.
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